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ends in its own discomfiture ; and the logic they
invoke to aid them by-and-by turns round and
confounds them. We are to adore humanity,
they say, as a vast corporate Pleasure, and our
emotions are to make us serve it by our each
doing our all to add to it. But the coin, they
proceed to tell us, in "which our several shares
are to be paid is self-denial, and toil, and
difficulty. And thus the idol they hoped to
show us as a gigantic pleasure confronts them
as nothing but a sum-total of pains. Then,
again, if swerving from this conclusion, they
seek to fix the mind on life's direct and. personal
pleasures, they find that they are already pledged
in each case to speak of these as contemptible ;
and their system thus demands of them the new
paradox that the sura of countless negative quan-
tities is a vast positive total. Whilst, finally,
if they appeal to the feeling they find existing
for virtue, and trust to rouse a response, when
they call it' our choicest treasure,7 they are con-
fronted by their system with this blighting doc-
trine, that the one final end which it bids us
hope for is that virtue shall work itself out of,
not into, the great human entity. That, uncon-
sciously, they feel all this themselves is apparent